Course Description
ENG 1013. Composition I. (ENGL 1301) Theory and practice of written and oral exposition and
research in traditional and electronic environments; rhetorical principles and organization in practice.
Prerequisite: ENG 1003, passing score on or exemption from placement exam. Three lecture hours a
week. Credit: Three hours. Core curriculum requirement.

About our class
In this section of ENG 1013, you will deepen your research,
reading, and writing skills while exploring research questions of
your own. You will be asked to develop research questions related
to current issues in the USA, focusing on gender, race and/or
culture, and politics. (We’ll focus on each in turn, as we move
through three major writing assignments.)
These are huge topic areas, with plenty of room for each of you to
find something that interests/concerns you enough to sustain your
interest throughout each writing project. (You may even choose one singular focus and trace it through
our three topic areas.) We will explore together and find possibilities that interest you and relate to the
communities that matter most to you, exploring the issues and the rhetorical structure of the debates,
and examining our own habits and assumptions, and then using these texts and discussions to construct
well-written and defended texts of your own.
While “ripped from the headlines” will serve as our theme, and readings on gender, race and/or culture,
and politics will often be the subjects of our conversations, these issues are NOT what the class is really
"about." Our theme and our shared readings give us something shared to talk about while we work on
the real subjects of the class: writing and improving the critical thinking and information literacy skills
that will enable you to research, read and write more effectively. These are time-consuming
processes—be prepared to work a bit on your composition projects (reading, research, writing) most
days this term. You will get out of this class what you put into it.

Required Course Materials
The following textbooks are required components of this class and the entire First-Year Composition
sequence, including ENG 1003, ENG 1013, and ENG 1023. You must have the St. Martin’s Guide by the
second week of class to keep from falling too far behind. You may purchase your textbook at the TWU
Bookstore, at KB Books (across from Lowry Hall), or Voertman’s (111 E University, or on Hickory near
UNT).
• Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper. The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing. 10th ed. ISBN-13: 9781-4576-5415-2.
• Axelrod, Rise B., and Charles R. Cooper. Sticks & Stones and Other Student Essays. 8th ed. (Note:
This small text should come with the above textbook for free if you order using the above ISBN
number or buy it through the bookstore.)
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•

Texas Woman’s University. First-Year Composition Essay Reader. (Your instructor will tell you
how and where to download this ebook. It will cost $1.99.)

You will also need access to the following:
• flash drive, Pioneer network storage, or internet cloud service (i.e. Dropbox.com, Google Docs,
Icloud.com) for keeping copies of drafts
• internet access outside of class (for accessing Blackboard and other links I provide for the class)
• Pioneer Portal (for email purposes)
• Blackboard (for supplemental handouts and materials)

Student Learning Outcomes
STATE CORE OBJECTIVES
Courses in the Communication
category focus on developing ideas
and expressing them clearly,
considering the effect of the
message, fostering understanding,
and building the skills needed to
communicate persuasively.
Courses involve the command of
oral, aural, written, and visual
literacy skills that enable people to
exchange messages appropriate to
the subject, occasion, and audience.
COMMUNICATION: Includes
effective development,
interpretation and expression of
ideas through written, oral and
visual communication
CRITICAL THINKING:
Includes creative thinking,
innovation, inquiry, and analysis,
evaluation and synthesis of
information
TEAMWORK: Includes the ability
to consider different points of view
and to work effectively with others
to support a shared purpose or goal
PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY: Includes the
ability to connect choices, actions
and consequences to ethical
decision-making
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First-Year Composition
(program outcomes: all FYC
courses)
A student completing First-Year
Composition should be able to
write an expository essay meeting
the following criteria:
COMMUNICATION:
Accurately paraphrases key points
of two articles clearly enough that
comprehension can be assessed,
with overall comprehension on par
with that of the authors' intended
readers.
CRITICAL THINKING: Clearly
and accurately identifies areas of
agreement and disagreement in a
paired set of articles, directly
comparing topically related points
according to a logical plan and
arriving at a supported conclusion
about the wedge issue driving the
debate.
TEAMWORK: Fairly represents
opposing perspectives in a debate,
implicitly recognizing the value of
considering alternative perspectives
by anticipating within the essay the
sorts of reactions readers might
have to the student's analysis.
PERSONAL
RESPONSIBILITY: Remains
faithful to the spirit of academic
integrity ethics and documentation
expectations, including accuracy of
quotations, clear distinctions
between paraphrased and quoted
material, and matching of in-text
citations to an ordered list.
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English 1013 (& 1013.S)
Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of the term, students
will:
1. Develop active reading and
critical thinking strategies through
rhetorical analysis of texts and
genres, using those strategies to
develop effective positions in
composed work. (Communication &
Critical Thinking)
2. Effectively use genre, style, and
other conventions to shape
discourse for purpose, occasion, and
audience in papers and an
expository exam. (Communication)
3. Develop an effective process of
invention, drafting, revising, and
editing, to be reflected in the quality
of composed work and/or prewriting materials. (Communication)
4. Effectively develop claims in
papers and an expository exam by
applying modes of expression (i.e.,
description, exposition, narration)
as part of the rhetorical event.
(Critical Thinking)
5. Develop broader perspectives
through peer reviews and class
discussion, effectively drawing on
those perspectives in expository
papers. (Teamwork
6. Write clear, coherent prose in
papers and an expository exam,
with appropriate attention to
conventions of academic writing.
(Communication & Personal
Responsibility)

Your Course Grade
You will complete three major writing assignments this
term (and lots of smaller, less formal works that help you
build up to these assignments). Most assignments will start
in class, and progress outside of class is expected. In-class
writing, peer collaborations, and peer reviews throughout
the prewriting, writing, editing, and even “post writing”
processes for each formal assignment will require that you
come prepared to participate, and ready to collaborate
with fellow writers, having completed the reading and/or
writing assignments due for each class meeting.
Each portfolio will contain a writing project and a reflective overview (a sort of self-reflective cover
letter in which you present your work and learning over the course of a given project cycle--something
we'll talk much more about as we continue.)
You	
  MUST	
  complete	
  all	
  portfolios	
  to	
  earn	
  a	
  passing	
  grade	
  in	
  the	
  class.	
  
Portfolios (75%)
• Project 1: Writing a Profile. (25%; 900-1,500 words; due 10/1). Conduct field
research, including interviews and observations of your chosen person. Drawing on your
research, write a compelling feature article about your subject. (Research focus: gender.)
• Project 2: Explaining a Concept. (25%; 900-1,500 words + 1 minute digital video; due
10/29). You will strive to explain a single concept. (Research focus: race and/or culture.)
• Project 3: Finding Common Ground. (25%; 900-1,500 words; due by start of final
exam period: 1 pm on 12/10). Choose a set of (approved) readings centered on a topic
about which there is some agreement. Analyze the debate, and write a topically organized
essay identifying the areas of agreement and disagreement, homing in on the most critical
area of disagreement. How/could this disagreement be mediated? (Research focus: politics.)
The rest of your course grade will be determined by your participation in the following activities.
Diagnostic and Capstone Learning Experiences (5% each, 10% total)
• At the start and end of the term, you will have a chance to practice a very common task in
academic writing: an analysis of conflicting sources. Credit for the two Learning Experiences
is based on how fully you prepare for each step in the task and participate in class. We will
be collecting your completed responses and studying them to learn how effectively the
writing program is instilling these skills. Accordingly, what you write for these exercises may
help us determine what to emphasize in future classes.
Team Project (10%)
• Once this term, you will work with a team of your classmates to develop and lead an inclass presentation and activity related to the readings assigned for that day. Your goal is to
help the class explore the readings and engage in critical and thoughtful conversation of the
issues. You will receive more information on this project when you sign up for a specific
presentation date, during weeks 2/3. Due dates vary.
Minor Assignments (5%)
• Participation in class discussion and activities
• Peer review, workshop, and conference participation
• Quizzes and worksheets, if/as assigned
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Course Website &
Preparing for Class

I have established a website to help you
succeed in this course. Because I believe
growth as a writer is at least partly linked to
writing for a real audience, our course site
exists publicly, on the internet. It is, however,
linked to in Blackboard. You can therefore
access course materials directly by visiting
http://pioneerheadlines.wordpress.com, or
surf to them by logging into Blackboard. Take
some time to familiarize yourself with our
site.
The class plans page details what should be read, written, or prepared to hand in for any given class day.
Readings are due on the date listed. You MUST bring your readings to class an aid in discussion. If they
are digital, that’s easy—we’ll have computers in front of you—but you may still wish to print them out
so that you can make notes on them as you read, engaging more deeply and critically.
The class plans page will become more complete as we progress. At present, you will find listed all
readings and activities for the few weeks of class and due dates for all major projects. DO NOT print
this page out and expect it to remain the same.
• I plan the long term only tentatively; we may need to adjust things to better meet your needs as
a community of learners. You’ll need to keep an eye on what’s coming up.
• I will end each class by highlighting what should be done for the next, and pledge you will always
have at least a week or two’s worth of reading assignments and class plans set up ahead of time,
so you can budget your time and get things done! And I pledge, also, to never slip in a major
assignment.

Program and Course Policies
Syllabus Changes

This document is subject to change. I may modify portions of this syllabus (particularly the calendar of
assignments) to adjust to issues in the classroom, learning needs of students, availability of resources,
changes in university or department policy, or other pedagogical reasons. When changes occur they will
be announced on the class Blackboard site and an amended version of the syllabus will be made available
on Blackboard for upload. Handouts and assignment prompts distributed to students during the term,
physically or virtually, are considered extensions of this syllabus.

Attendance
Student success in this program depends a great deal on whether a student shows
up and participates: Missing a writing class isn’t like missing a lecture, where a
friend who takes good notes can help you get caught up. Missing a writing class is more
like missing team practice or a workout: Someone can tell you that everyone ran laps or practiced
batting or did drills, but that isn’t going to help you get caught up on the workout that you missed.
Similarly, being told about a dinner isn’t the same as eating. For the most part, what happens in writing
classes benefits only the people who fully participate in them: the act of giving an effective peer review
sharpens your own ideas of how to write better; the act of analyzing and discussing a text in class
teaches you a process you can use on other texts; the pre-writing, researching, and sentence strategy
exercises in a writing class help students write better papers.
4
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For this reason, if you miss a class, you need to understand that you will probably
not be able to make up the missed experience, and there will probably be
consequences in terms of your understanding or performance later, even if the
absence is excused. Yes, if you have an excused absence, documented through
Office of Student Life, you can make up things like quizzes or make up missed
points somehow,	
  but you will have still missed an in-class experience in which
students and the teacher clarified the next writing assignment, practiced new
sentence patterns, practiced tricks for annotating sources, and so forth.
(Note: We assume in this class that you have read and understood the TWU Student Handbook, which
will tell you that the Office of Student Life only approves absences due to illness, hospitalization, official
school activities, recognized holidays, or death in the immediate family. It will also tell you that having
excused absences doesn’t absolve you from having to make up the work you missed and that you may
fail a class due to excessive absences even if they are excused.)
Unexcused absences hurt more: If your absence is unexcused, you will not be able to make up anything
you missed, including pop quizzes or point-bearing activities. Disruptive behavior that makes teaching or
learning difficult or a pattern of non-participation or lack of preparation can lead to you being marked
absent even if you are here physically. If you miss the equivalent of two weeks of classes (2
class sessions for a class that meets once a week, or 4 class sessions that meets
twice a week), you can be failed in this course.
	
  
I don’t want you to fail, though. I want you to succeed. If you know in advance you have to miss a class,
talk to me ahead of time and we can try to minimize the side effects. I can be reached by email at
dlackey@twu.edu or by phone at 898.2159.
	
  
What Is the Official TWU Attendance Policy?
TWU Attendance Policy: Consistent and attentive attendance is vital to
academic success, and is expected of all students. Grades are determined by
academic performance, and instructors may give students written notice that
attendance related to specific classroom activities is required and will constitute a
specific percentage of students' grades.
Instructors are strongly encouraged to keep a record of student attendance. They
should note absences due to documented student illness, serious illness or death in
the student's immediate family, pregnancy or related conditions, official school
activity, state-recognized religious holiday, active military service that is of a
reasonable brief duration, or other verified absences deemed appropriate by the
instructor. Students must consult with instructors regarding the completion of
make-up work.
Absences do not exempt students from academic requirements. Excessive absences,
even if documented, may result in a student failing the course. An incomplete may
be granted if the student has a passing grade, but only if the instructor determines
that it is feasible for the student to successfully complete remaining assignments
after the semester. Pursuant to university policy, such determinations are within the
discretion of the instructor.

Critical Thinking & Reading Discussions

You may be asked from time to time to respond semi-formally to questions on our course blog and/or
your personal blog. These questions will give you a chance to practice your writing while thinking about
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assigned readings in the course or other materials we are discussing. Taking these activities seriously can
help you learn better: We learn more about what we read (and what we think) if we have to write
about it. Keep in mind, also, that some of the discussion postings you write may feed in to the writing
projects themselves.
	
  
When you respond to the questions, keep the following criteria in mind. A good response will…
•
•
•
•
•
•

respond completely to the question;
respond to, amplify, complicate, or refute statements that other students have made;
reveal that you’ve carefully considered multiple perspectives on the issues you’re discussing;
anticipate objections that readers might raise against what you’re saying;
be submitted on time (by whatever the deadline for the posting is);
be coherent and understandable by interested readers, although it might have usage, spelling, or
punctuation errors.

Diversity, Academic Freedom, and Civil Discourse
In a diverse setting such as a college campus, we come into
contact, perhaps for the first time, with people who may be
different from ourselves in terms of their identities, whether
that be defined by their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual
orientation, religion, physical abilities, or some combination of
the above. This is a tremendous opportunity for us to learn
from and about each other.
However, because of our diverse backgrounds and life
experiences, because writing is our thoughts made public, and
because so much of our course will be discussion based, it is quite possible that we will disagree from
time to time with other members of our community. I ask that we treat all members of our community,
and their ideas, with respects. We should approach our disagreements as chances to learn logic,
argumentation, critical thinking skills, and people skills. Respecting and accepting difference is vital to
your success in this class, on this campus, and in the global community.	
  

Email Correspondence
Instructors in the first-year composition program only reply to emails sent from TWU accounts. Also,
emails are written communication, and you should be aware of your audience. Craft a subject line that
reflects the main purpose of your message, use appropriate language, and sign your name (first and last)
as well as indicate your class by section, day, and time. I will make every effort to reply to emails in a
timely fashion during the week; however, I am sometimes slower about this on the weekends, due to
other obligations.

Grading

To receive credit on a completed paper, you must have completed and submitted on time (or with
excused delays) all of the pre-writing, planning, and draft work associated with that assignment. All of
your work in this class must be written by you specifically for this class. “Recycling” papers written for
previous classes is cheating. Do original work for all assignments. You must complete all major writing
projects to earn a passing grade in the course.
Papers will be graded on a 4.0 scale. Here’s how that translates to an A-F scale:
4.0/A-Excellent; 3.0/B-Good; 2.0/C-Average; 1.0/D-Inferior; or F-Failure
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Late assignments
As a rule, the first-year composition program does not accept late assignments. Absence is not an
excuse for late work (especially as you will hand in work electronically). If you must miss class when an
assignment is due, turn it in prior to the due date. I may accept a late assignment, but only in extremely
extraordinary circumstances and with prior approval. However, even with approval, your grade on the
work may be reduced half a letter-grade for each class day the assignment is late.

Manuscript Preparation

Major writing assignments should be printed from a digital file (double-spaced) in black ink using a
standard and legible font (no larger or smaller than 12pt). Use MLA
guidelines for spacing, margins, heading, and page numbering. Always
save your work on your hard drive provide for redundant backups.
(I often email work to myself, as well as saving it to a flash drive or
online drive.)
You will hand in your work by uploading it to Blackboard before
class time on the due date.
Because you are handing in files electronically, be especially mindful of file names. If everybody names
their project project1.doc, and their reflection reflectiveoverview1.doc, I must rename each file, for each
student, when downloading. (This takes LOTS of extra time. Please save me this step by naming your
files as follows: lastnameproject#.doc, lastnamereflection1.doc. Thank you!)
Computer labs are located in the following areas: MCL Mega Lab (218), Technology Resource Center
(MCL 221), Blagg-Huey Library (Lab), Student Center (Rm. 112), and University Housing (Guinn
Commons).

Professional Etiquette
Your classmates are paying to be here and most of them are trying to get things right the first time,
which can demand concentration. I am trying to help them. For these reasons, please be professional in
all activities associated with this class. Often, the same rules you follow in a movie theatre work for the
classroom: Turning off or silencing cell phones, using the class printer before class begins (instead of
while someone is talking!), putting away ear-buds, saving your text messaging until after class is over,
keeping your computer screen focused on class-related activities (instead of Facebooking, Tweeting, or
web-surfing) all help everyone else around stay focused, too. I don’t want to be the Etiquette Police, but
if I see such activities, I will politely ask you to stop; if you continue, I may ask you to leave the
classroom so that other students can focus on the lessons.

Sharing Writing/Ideas

Writing is public. Even when writing is in draft form, professional writers circulate copies of what they
are working on for feedback. Even when writing is meant to be private, it leaks into the public realm
with startling regularity. For this reason, writers need to become comfortable sharing their writing with
others and hearing, seeing, or reading reactions to it. In this class, you can expect to share your work
with your peers, either face-to-face or one-on-one or, at times, with the entire class at once. This
sharing is intended to provide you with models of effective writing, feedback to improve your writing,
and give you experience offering feedback. It is imperative we all respect this process and come to class
prepared to share writing and comment constructively.
Save the peer reviews you receive: you may need to include them in your end-of-term revision/portfolio
packet or with the major assignments as you turn them in. I may ask you to write about how you
responded to the feedback you received. Absences during peer review sessions or less than full
participation in the peer review process will result in a deduction to your participation grade.
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The Write Site
Write Site services are free to all TWU students. Any student can schedule up to two hours of
appointments per week to work one-on-one with a writing consultant, who can assist you with any
phase of the writing process. As you meet with a consultant, you’ll discover ways not only to improve
the assignment you’re currently working on, but also realize how to improve as a writer. To make an
appointment, go online to www.twu.edu/writesite, call 940-898-2341, or visit CFO 131. I strongly urge
you to make use of these services! Writers need readers.

Additional University/Program Information
§

§

§

§

Academic Dishonesty: Honesty in completing assignments is essential to the mission of the
University and to the development of the personal integrity of the student. In submitting graded
assignments, students affirm that they have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance, and
that they have abided by all other provisions of the Code of Conduct in the TWU Student
Handbook. Cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or other kinds of academic dishonesty will not be
tolerated and will result in appropriate sanctions that may include failing an assignment, failing the
class, or being suspended or expelled. Suspected cases in this course may be reported to Student
Life. The specific disciplinary process for academic dishonesty is found in the TWU Student
Handbook. The TWU library link, “Avoiding Plagiarism,” will aid students in completing their
assignments with integrity.
Turnitin: In an effort to ensure the integrity of the academic process, Texas Woman’s University
vigorously affirms the importance of academic honesty as defined by the Student
Handbook. Therefore, in an effort to detect and prevent plagiarism, faculty members at Texas
Woman’s University may use a tool called Turnitin to compare a student’s work with multiple
sources. It then reports a percentage of similarity and provides links to those specific sources. The
tool itself does not determine whether a paper has been plagiarized. Instead, the individual faculty
member must make that judgment.
Disability Support Policy: If you anticipate the need for reasonable accommodations to meet
the requirements of this course, you must register with the office of Disability Support Services
(CFO 106, 940-898-3835, dss@twu.edu) in order to obtain the required official notification of your
accommodation needs. Please plan to meet with me by appointment or during office hours to
discuss approved accommodations and how my course requirements and activities may impact your
ability to fully participate.
Dropping this Course: Students may drop a course without penalty before the census day of
each regular semester. However, after the census date, students enrolling fall 2007 or later (at TWU
or any Texas public higher education institution), are allowed only 6 unexcused drops during their
undergraduate academic careers. Drops after the census day will count toward the 6-drop limit
unless they are supported by timely, appropriate documentation and excused by the university
review process. Drop forms are available in the Registrar’s Office and require the signature of the
student, instructor, and academic advisor.	
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